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Dear Students,

You can use this packet to practice at home for your NYSESLAT test. The
packet contains Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing Activities.

We understand that your teachers have given you other work to do. You
should spend only 10-15 minutes each day working on these NYSESLAT activities.

Work on the Reading and Writing activities a little each day. For the
Listening and Speaking activities, you will need to listen to recordings online. If
you have access to the Internet, you should be able to find recordings posted on

our Hillcrest teacher pages.

Be well, and we will see you soon!

Sincerely,
Ms. D'Alfonso

Mr. Sicherman



Queridos Estudiantes,

Pueden usar este paquete para practicar en casa para su examen de
NYSESLAT. El paquete contiene actividades de expresion oral, comprension
auditiva, lectura y escritura.

Entendemos que sus maestros les han dado otro trabajo para hacer. Deben
dedicar solo 10-15 minutos cada dia para trabajar en estas actividades de
NYSESLAT.

Trabajen un poco en las actividades de lectura y escritura cada dia. Para las
actividades de comprensidn auditiva y expresion oral, deben escuchar grabaciones
en linea. Si tiene acceso al Internet, pueden encontrar las grabaciones publicadas
en nuestras paginas de maestros de Hillcrest.

jCuidense y nos vemos pronto!

Sinceramente,
Sefiora D’Alfonso

Sefior Sicherman
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Directions

I am going to ask you some questions. Listen and then answer. Be sure to answer in
English using your own words.

People write in different ways. Sometimes people write letters, e-mails, or messages to
their friends.

Tell me how people can write.




In the early 1800s, two men named Lewis and Clark explored the western United
States. They met many groups of Native American Indians who lived there. Lewis and
Clark gave special medals to the Native American Indians from the U.S. government
as a symbol of friendship.

Zj Tell me how the front and back sides of the medal are different.
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In the early 1800s, two men named Lewis and Clark traveled through the western
United States. Their journey was long and difficult. Here are some different things
that explorers took with them when they traveled.

Which of these things do you think was most important for the explorers to
take on their journey?




" SPEAKING

Lewis and Clark led a group of explorers on a journey across the United States in the
1800s. The explorers drew maps of new places they visited, and they also collected
information about new plants and animals they saw. However, the journey was long,
difficult, and sometimes dangerous. The weather was often very hot or very cold. The
explorers on this trip were away from home for more than two years.
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Directions
Now let’s talk about light pollution.

Aerial photo of light pollution around the globe

Electric light helps us see at night. But it also can cause a problem called light
pollution. Light pollution refers to the electric light that shines at night around
the world. In parts of many cities, the sky never gets completely dark because of
light pollution.

Scientists think that light pollution has dangerous effects on people and wildlife.
Animals who hunt at night can become confused by light pollution. Light pollution
can also disturb our natural sleep patterns. The human brain thinks it doesn’t need
to sleep because of the light.

]
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5 Tell me about light pollution.
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You just learned about light pollution.

Aerial photo of light poliution around the globe

Electric light helps us see at night. But it also can cause a problem called light
pollution. Light pollution refers to the electric light that shines at night around the
world. In parts of many cities, the sky never gets completely dark because of light
pollution.

Scientists think that light pollution has dangerous effects on people and wildlife.
Animals who hunt at night can become confused by light pollution. Light pollution
can also disturb our natural sleep patterns. The human brain thinks it doesn’t need
to sleep because of the light.
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Directions

Listen to the passage. Then answer Questions 1 through 6. Fill in the correct circle on your
answer sheet.

Community Project
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" LISTENING

. Which word or phrase tells what the social studies class created?

A Awareness project

B Problem
C Our town
D Together

' Which word helps tell the problem that Sehar talks about in her e-mail?

A Litter
B Creek
C School
D Water

. Page 10
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E} Which box shows the correct order of steps that Sehar’s class took to complete the
community awareness project?

A Decided on two solutions

!

Identified a problem in our town

i

Accomplished our goal

B Identified a problem in our town

Y

Decided on two solutions

!

Accomplished our goal

C Decided on two solutions

!

Accomplished our goal

!

Identified a problem in our town

D Identified a problem in our town

i

Accomplished our goal

!

Decided on two solutions




O N @

A

B
C
D

A
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’é} Which phrase helps tell the meaning of we?

My social studies class
Community awareness project
Problem in our town

Find a solution

Which phrase helps explain the meaning of donated?

Decided on two solutions
Increased community awareness
Formed a volunteer club

Gave us free

Which pair of phrases from the e-mail tells the two solutions that the class decided on?

Suggested ideas
Accomplished our goal

Identified a problem
Improved our town

Increased community awareness
Formed a volunteer club

Noticed a lot of litter
Marked the areas with the most litter

_NYSESLAT Test Sampler » Grades 5-6 « Listening



Directions

Read the passage. Then answer Questions 7 through 12. Fill in the correct circle on your
answer sheet.

Sharing Ideas

How the United States

Country Adopted the Idea

Kind it The U.S. school system
Indergarten added kindergarten classes.
Germany
Physical U.S. schools added gyms
Education for exercising and sports.
Fare U.S. farmers adopted
arming ;
: new farming methods.
China
Food Businesses began
selling Chinese food.

Immigrants from many countries have moved to the United States. Immigrants are people
who move to new countries to make a new home and start a new life. They take their cultural
ideas to new places with them. Cultural ideas are beliefs, feelings, and ways of doing things.
Many of the cultural ideas brought to the United States are now a part of American life.

For example, German immigrants brought their ideas about education to the United States
many years ago. People in Germany placed a high value on education. Their ideas affected
the American school system. German immigrants started the first American kindergarten in
1855. Kindergarten classes already existed in Germany. Today, kindergarten continues to be
an important part of the American school system. German immigrants had other ideas about
schools, too. They believed in physical education in schools. Because of their ideas, gyms were
also built in American schools.

Go On »




Other examples of new cultural ideas brought to the United States are those from Chinese
immigrants. Some ideas they shared long ago were good ways of farming. Their methods of
farming were very successful in China. They brought these ideas to the United States and
shared them with other people. In addition, Chinese ideas about food have also become a big
part of American life. For example, Chinese food is popular in many restaurants and homes in
the United States.

These are examples of ideas that have come to the United States from only two other
countries: Germany and China. Many more ideas from many more countries and cultures have
also become an important part of American life. Whenever people move from place to place,
they take their culture with them. They share ideas from their culture, and those ideas spread
to many other people in their new home.

Read these sentences again.

“Immigrants are people who move to new countries to make a new home and start a new
life. They take their cultural ideas to new places with them.”

Which word helps tell the meaning of They?

A Countries

B People
C Places
D Ideas
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Read these sentences again.

“German immigrants had other ideas about schools, too. They believed in physical
education in schools. Because of their ideas, gyms were also built in American schools.”

Which words show what German immigrants believed in?

A About schools

B Physical education

C Because of their ideas
D American schools

Read these sentences again,

“For example, German immigrants brought their ideas about education to the United
States many years ago. People in Germany placed a high value on education. Their

ideas affected the American school system. German immigrants started the first
American kindergarten in 1855, Kindergarten classes already existed in Germany. Today,
kindergarten continues to be an important part of the American school system.”

Which phrase tells when German immigrants brought their ideas about education to the
United States?

A Many years ago

B Placed a high value
C Today, kindergarten
D

Continues to be




Read these sentences again.

“Other examples of new cultural ideas brought to the United States are those from
Chinese immigrants. Some ideas they shared long ago were good ways of farming.
Their methods of farming were very successful in China. They brought these ideas to
the United States and shared them with other people.”

Which word helps explain the meaning of methods?

A

B
C
D

Immigrants
Successful
Ways
People

Read these sentences again.

“In addition, Chinese ideas about food have also become a big part of American life. For

example, Chinese food is popular in many restaurants and homes in the United States.”

Which word helps tell the meaning of In addition?

A

B
C
D

Also
Example
Popular
Many




if_ The passage says, “Whenever people move from place to place, they take their culture
' with them.

Which sentence from the passage supports this statement?

A “People in Germany placed a high value on education.”

B  “Other examples of new cultural ideas brought to the United States are those from
Chinese immigrants”

C “Immigrants from many countries have moved to the United States”

D “Their methods of farming were very successful in China.”
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WRITING

Directions
Read this passage. Then you will be asked to write at least two paragraphs based on the passage.

Sharing Ideas

How the Unlted Stafes

Idea Adopted the Idea

: The U.S. school system
Mol added kindergarten classes.
Germany
Physical U.S. schools added gyms
Education for exercising and sports.
Farming U.S. farmers adopted
: new farming methods.
China ,
Food Businesses began
selling Chinese food.

Immigrants from many countries have moved to the United States. Immigrants are people
who move to new countries to make a new home and start a new life. They take their cultural
ideas to new places with them. Cultural ideas are beliefs, feelings, and ways of doing things.
Many of the cultural ideas brought to the United States are now a part of American life,

For example, German immigrants brought their ideas about education to the United States
many years ago. People in Germany placed a high value on education. Their ideas affected
the American school system. German immigrants started the first American kindergarten in
1855. Kindergarten classes already existed in Germany. Today, kindergarten continues to be
an important part of the American school system. German immigrants had other ideas about
schools, too. They believed in physical education in schools. Because of their ideas, gyms were

also built in American schools.
Go On »




Other examples of new cultural ideas brought to the United States are those from Chinese
immigrants. Some ideas they shared long ago were good ways of farming. Their methods of
farming were very successful in China. They brought these ideas to the United States and
shared them with other people. In addition, Chinese ideas about food have also become a big
part of American life. For example, Chinese food is popular in many restaurants and homes in
the United States.

These are examples of ideas that have come to the United States from only two other
countries: Germany and China. Many more ideas from many more countries and cultures have
also become an important part of American life. Whenever people move from place to place,
they take their culture with them. They share ideas from their culture, and those ideas spread
to many other people in their new home.




{El Now read the directions below.

The passage “Sharing Ideas” gives information about ideas brought to the
United States from Germany and China. These cultural ideas are now a regular
part of life in the United States. Write at least two paragraphs describing a
cultural idea, belief, or way of doing things. Use your own ideas and ideas from
the passage to help you write.

You may plan your writing for Question 13 here, if you wish. Use the space below to organize
your ideas about what to write.

Write your final answer on Pages 23 and 24.

Planning Page
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Checklist [V]

Write about the topic.

Plan your writing from beginning to end.

Use your own ideas and ideas from the passage.
Support your answer with details.

Use complete sentences.

ogooag

Check your writing for grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

On the lines below, write at least two paragraphs describing a cultural idea, belief, or way of
doing things. Remember to use your own ideas and ideas from the passage to help you write.




CWRITING i el

Writing, continued
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Directions

Read this passage. Then you will be asked to write one paragraph based on the passage.

Todd and the Pony Express

PONY 'EXPRES?'

St JOSEP _H, MISSOUR{ ti;r CAI.!FORNIA

_ Arﬂmnnv EXPRESS ”'stn;;s
. USLUQSEPH, MISSOURI

Todd’s mother slid the pan across the table.
“You have a difficult ride ahead,” she said. “You need to take some food!”

“You know I can't, Ma,” Todd said. “I can’t weigh the horse down anymore. He already
has to carry 20 pounds of mail for 15 miles. I have to ride as fast as I can, and he will be
exhausted. I'll switch horses every 10 or 15 miles, but they can't manage any additional weight
or they will get too tired. Once the next rider secures the mail, I'll get some food. I only have
to travel about a hundred miles. Then I'll eat and relax until I get the mail from another rider
and return in the morning”

Go On

N R e
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In May of 1860, Todd was only 16 years old. He became a Pony Express rider for
excitement and a job. Pony Express riders delivered the mail 2,000 miles in just 10 days! They

started in Missouri and ended up in California.

Todd glanced across the table at his younger brother, Jim. “It’s your responsibility to do
the chores while I'm gone,” Todd said.

Jim nodded solemnly. “Be careful, Todd. That ride is dangerous.”

Todd smiled as he reached into his pocket. “You know I will. Now Ma, here’s my first
week’s pay. This $25 will pay the taxes on the farm”

Ma looked relieved as she accepted the money. “You're a good son, Todd,” she said. “Now
go, and come back to Jim and me safely”

ﬁﬁ Now read the directions below.

Think about Todd’s job as a Pony Express rider. Think about what Todd did as
part of his job and why it was difficult. Write one paragraph to explain why the job
of a Pony Express rider was difficult. Be sure to give reasons for your answer. Use
your own ideas and ideas from the passage to help you write.

Writing

Y 3




Checklist

Write about the topic.

Plan your writing from beginning to end.

Use your own ideas and ideas from the passage.
Support your answer with details.

Use complete sentences.

agoaoaoaoa

Check your writing for grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

On the lines below, explain why the job of a Pony Express rider was difficult. Remember to
use your own ideas and ideas from the passage to help you write.




Language Acquisition Resources for Dual Language & English as a New Language
Students/ Recursos para practicar el Inglés y Espaiiol en casa

Elementary Dual Language: Spanish Grades Pre K-3
websites & apps
Students may use Clever Portal to log in and
access Raz-Kids for Spanish leveled readers.

e Story Place (Free:English & Spanish
games)

e PBS Kids Spanish G
(Free:Spanish games that develop
listening and direction following skills
in Spanish)

o Digifal Dialects (Free:Spelling quizzes
and games by category: Grammar
concepts and vocabulary, animals,
colors, spelling and other foundational
Spanish skills)

¢ ABCya Spanish {Spanish Bingo and
Spanish vocabulary games. Type
Spanish in search bar and scroll down
if it does not come up immediately)

e Online Free Spanish (Free: Levels

range from Beginner to Advanced,
Holidays and printable worksheets for
home practice)

e Duolingo (Start from foundational
skills and move up to advanced level
fluency. May have cost associated
after certain level)

Grades 4-5

Students may use Clever Portal to log in and
access Raz-Kids for Spanish leveled readers

e BBC Spanish (Free: type Spanish in

the search bar if it does not come up




immediately. Select learning category)

e Conjuguemos (Free: grammar based

activities, games, quizzes: Scroll to
bottom of page and select “Get
Started as Student”, register child
using parent/guardian email.

¢ Online Free Spanish (Free: Levels

range from Beginner to Advanced,
Holidays and printable worksheets for
home practice)

¢ Education.com Printable worksheets
(Free: Printable worksheets for home
practice)

e Duolingo (Start from foundational
skills and move up to advanced level
fluency. May have costs asscciated
after certain level)

For Adults in the home/Para Adultos en la
casa
o SpanishPod 101 (Free: Listen to over
1800 videos and lessons in addition to
podcasts in Spanish)

o Study Spanish Online (Free options

as well as monthly membership fees)

o Duolingo (Start from foundational
skills and move up to advanced level
fluency)

Phone & Tablet/ipad Apps/
(may or may not have associated)

¢ Duolingo
e Gus on the Go: Spanish for kids (Gus
on the Go: cost $3.99 )

Toddlers & Pre-K Apps:
e Learn Spanish for Toddlers (Learn
Spanish for toddlers with a little boy
named Carlos




English as a New Language: Pre k-5

Students may use Clever Portal to log
in and access:

o Raz- Kids leveled readers

o BrainpopENL

o Brainpop

o Brainpopdr

o Achieve3000 (Grades 4-12)
Starfall (Free: Learn the English
alphabet, play games and practice
foundational reading skills in English)

Epic Books (Access hundreds of
books and videos in English)

PBS Kids (Free: Practice English
through fun games and activities)

ABCya (Free, practice English
through fun games and videos)
Duolinge (Free app and website.
Select English)







