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MISSION STATEMENT 
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of a global society 
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PHILOSOPHY OF PEEKSKILL CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
It is the philosophy of the Peekskill City School District that all students are encouraged to consider the most 
rigorous selection of courses.  The PCSD administration, subject area supervisors, and school counselors 
oversee the course selection.  In the event your child is not placed in the level of course he/she considered, 
please contact the appropriate supervisor for an appointment 

 

Our slogan for the yŜŀǊ ƛǎ ά9ǾŜǊȅ /ƘƛƭŘΣ 9ǾŜǊȅ /ƘŀƴŎŜΣ 9ǾŜǊȅ 5ŀȅέΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 
that all children achieve at their highest levels.  This goal must be more than just a phrase.  It must be a clear 
path of action that is planned, published and implemented.   

The New York State Education Department has determined that all children in the state of New York can do 
better.  Based on this determination, our benchmarks have been raised significantly.  Children that were 
acknowledged a year ago for high achievement are now being told that their achievement is no longer good 
enough.  Our schools are expected to meet even more rigorous expectations than those that we have reached 
in the past.  We do not shirk from this responsibility, though daunting, we welcome it because the end result 
will be children who are more prepared to become productive citizens in a community of promise.    

 

OUR MISSION  

Our Mission is to educate and empower all students to strive for excellence as life-long learners who embrace 
diversity and are contributing members of a global society.  
 
WE BELIEVE THAT: 

ǒ all people can learn, contribute and have value 

ǒ embracing and understanding cultural diversity is imperative to strengthening and enriching a school 
community 

ǒ when a school community provides a respectful, safe, supportive, resource-rich environment, people 
thrive and meet their goals 

ǒ a school district excels when strong partnerships exist among families, schools and community 

ǒ educating the whole child will develop life-long learners who are compassionate, confident, critical 
thinkers 

ǒ a school district is responsible for aligning and carrying out the conditions for learning, leadership and 
commitment 
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GENERAL INFORMATION  

PLANNING A COURSE OF STUDY 

Planning a course of study involves input from the student, parent, teacher, and school counselor.  The 
tŜŜƪǎƪƛƭƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
selection.    

School Counselors help to:   

1. Establish realistic goals.   

2. Interpret the course offerings in each of the subject areas.   

3. Explain prerequisites, and graduation requirements.   

4. Assist students and parents in making elective choices.    

Procedures include: 

1. Dissemination of program planning information to students and parents through classroom 
presentations and evening programs. 

2. Submission by teachers of recommendations for student course placement. 

3. {ŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
courses. 

4. Using the guidelines for fulfilling graduation requirements in addition to teacher recommendations 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ Ǉƻǎǘ-graduation, the student and school counselor develop an appropriate 
academic program. 

5. Course verification forms are sent home to parents to review in late spring. 

6. Finalized student schedules are mailed home in late August.    
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

Graduation from Peekskill High School requires that students successfully complete all prescribed courses and 
exams.  Only students who have successfully completed all graduation requirements will be allowed to 
participate in graduation commencement ceremonies at the end of the year.   

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
courses and performance on associated NYS Regents Exams. 
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*Students identified as having a language-based disability may be exempt from the LOTE requirement if the 
student's I.E.P. states that the requirement is not appropriate. 

**All students must take Physical Education each year. 
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Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation 

REQUIRED SUBJECTS Number of Credits Regents Exams Required 

 

ENGLISH 4 CREDITS 1 Regents Exam in English 

SOCIAL STUDIES 4 CREDITS Global History and Geography and 

United States History & 
Government 

MATHEMATICS 3 CREDITS   3 Regents Exam in Math: Algebra 
and Geometry and Algebra II 

SCIENCE 3 CREDITS (At least one credit each 
in physical and life science) 

2 Regents Exam in Science 

WORLD LANGUAGE 3 CREDIT OHM Boces exam 

HEALTH 0.5 CREDIT    

ART AND/OR MUSIC 1 CREDIT  

ELECTIVES 1.5 CREDITS  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION** 2.0 CREDITS  

**All students must take Physical Education each year.   

REGENTS DIPLOMAS WITH HONORS 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ά²ƛǘƘ IƻƴƻǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ wŜƎŜƴǘǎ 5ƛploma and the Regents Diploma 
with Advanced Designation if the average of their scores on all required Regents Exams for that diploma is at 
least 90%.   

REGENTS DIPLOMA WITH MASTERY IN MATH AND/OR SCIENCE 

Students may earn the designation for both Regents Diplomas and Regents Diplomas with Advanced 
Designation.  Students must score 85 or above on 3 Math Regents Exams to qualify for Mastery in Math.  
Students must score 85 or above on 3 Science Regents Exams for Mastery in Science. 

SEAL OF BI-LITERACY 

The New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB) recognizes high school graduates who have attained a high level 
of proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in one or more languages in addition to English.  The 
intent of the NYSSB is to encourage the study of languages; identify high school graduates with language and 
biliteracy skills for employers; provide universities with additional information about applicants seeking 
admission; prepare students with twenty-first century skills; recognize the value of foreign and native 
language instruction in schools; and affirm the value of diversity in a multilingual society. 
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APPEAL OF REGENTS GRADE 

Any student may appeal their scores on up to two Regents exams if they score a 60, 61, 62, 63, or 64 and 
meet the additional requirements below.  Students who successfully appeal two Regents Exams and meet all 
other testing and course requirements will be awarded the Local Diploma. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER (ELL) APPEAL: 

Any student who first enrolled in a New York school in 9th grade or later and is identified as an ELL pursuant 
to Part 154 Regulations of the Commissioner of Education, may appeal to graduate with a local diploma if 
they have taken the required Regents examination in English language arts at least twice and earned a score 
on this exam between 55 and 59.  Such students may also appeal a score within 5 points of passing (60-64) on 
one additional examination and graduate with a local diploma.   

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: 

To be eligible for the appeals listed above, students must: 

ǒ Have taken the exam they are appealing at least twice 

ǒ Have taken advantage of academic help at their school in the same subject as the exam they are 
appealing 

ǒ Have earned a passing course grade in the same subject as the exam they are appealing; and 
ǒ Be recommended by their teacher or the chair of the department in the same subject as the exam 

they are appealing 

GRADE CHANGE AND TRANSCRIPT EDITS 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴ ŜŘƛǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǘo a transcript.  The 
teacher of record must submit in writing a rationale for the change.   The rationale must be accompanied 
with documented evidence.  The submission will go to the head of guidance and the building Principal for 
initial review and approval.  After the building Principal is satisfied it is sent over to the Assistant 
Superintendent for Secondary Education for final approval.  If the ASI approves, he/she will then sign off on 
the grade change.  A hard copy of the signed form, and all supporting documentation, are placed in the 
student file. The procedure will be the same for any transcript edits as well. 
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OTHER ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING CONSIDERATIONS 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

Students interested in receiving training in certain trades or technical occupations should consider attending 
the Career and Technical Education Center at BOCES for their junior and senior years.  Students can complete 
their graduation requirements by attending PHS for part of the day and spending the rest of the school day at 
the CTE Center learning a specific skill to become better equipped for the world of work. Many CTE students 
attend college after graduation. Several CTE programs have articulation agreements with colleges offering 
credit or advanced standing. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM   

The Advanced Placement Program, in conjunction with the Educational Testing Service of Princeton, NJ, is 
designed to offer very capable students an opportunity to earn college credit while in high school. College credit 
is dependent ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ tƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎκǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ммǘƘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ мнǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and a Language Other Than English, in addition to qualified students from 
Regents courses may avail themselves of this program. Advanced Placement options are also available in 
selected Art and Music courses. 

UNIVERSITY IN HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM 

Offered through the State University of New York at Albany, Westchester Community College and SUNY 
Orange, the University in High School Program provides PHS students with the opportunity to earn college 
credit by satisfactorily completing selected advanced PHS courses. A reasonable per credit fee is the 
responsibility of the student.   

COURSE LOAD 

Students are required to carry a minimum credit load of 6 credits and Physical Education. Students needing 
additional credits in order to either 1) progress with their academic program or 2) meet graduation 
requirements may be required to take additional credits annually.    

PROGRAM AND SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Students may be given permission to drop a course without adding as long as they continue to carry the 
minimum number of credits as previously indicateŘΦ  !ƴȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά5ǊƻǇ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ άǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎέ ƻǊ άǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎέΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлнм-2022 school year, the first 
ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ά5ǊƻǇ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜέ ƛǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мтΣ нлнмΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ά5ǊƻǇ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜέ ƛǎ 
February 4, 2021.    

Any other request to DROP a course must be combined with an ADD request. Students will generally not be 
permitted to enroll in a new course beyond the fifteenth day of the course unless administrative approval is 
granted. All program changes will be completed only after a request for program change form has been 
submitted.  A student must attend the class he/she has requested to drop until the request is honored.    

SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES (AIS)   

These classes are intended for recommended students who have difficulties in English, Mathematics, Science 
and Social Studies who do not meet minimum state or district standards.   
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AFTER SCHOOL INSTRUCTION AT PEEKSKILL HIGH SCHOOL 

Students may benefit from our after school educational program, Elton Brand.  Students with interest should 
discuss the program with their school counselors. 

ELTON BRAND ACADEMY 

 

Elton Brand Academy (EBA) is an afterschool program that runs Monday through Friday, from 3:00 to 4:30.  
During this time, English, Spanish, math, science and social studies teachers of different grade levels are 
readily available to provide students with extra academic support.  There are also staff members available for 
homework help and organizational assistance.  Just in time for the January and June Regents exams, Regents 
review is offered two days a week.  The college application has various components:  SAT prep, essay writing, 
numerous applications and scholarship information which all provided through the EBA program.  And for 
those students who are considered English as a New Language (ENL), there is academic support in various 
subjects as well.    

A registration form is required to be completed in order for students to attend EBA.  All students are 
welcome. 
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Evening Theatre School 

Peekskill High School maintains a comprehensive night school. Most academic graduation requirements in 
the areas of Math, Science, English, Social Studies and P.E. are offered. Night School is used for credit 
recovery to students who have previously failed a course. 

Students must enroll in night school through their counselor and fill out an application. Night school policies 
and procedures are published by the night school administrator and all students must follow the Peekskill 
Code of Conduct. 

ELL/BILINGUAL PROGRAMS 

άtǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ōƛƭƛƴƎǳŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴϦ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
such time as such children attain a level of proficiency in English which is sufficient to assure equal 
educational opportunity in the regular school program, including, but not limited to, educational experiences 
to enable eligible children to become proficient in English, subject matter instruction in the dominant 
language of eligible children, and provision of opportunities for eligible children to participate with and learn 
from children for other linguistic and cultural backgrounds that: 

ǒ Makes instructional use of both English and an eligible student's native language; 

ǒ Enables eligible students to achieve English proficiency and academic mastery of subject matter 

content and higher order skills, including critical thinking, so as to meet appropriate grade promotion 

and graduation requirements; 

ǒ Provides for the continuous increase in the use of English and corresponding decrease in the use of 

the native language for the purpose of instruction.    

ǒ May develop the native language skills of eligible students; and May include the participation of 

English-proficient students if the program is designed to enable all enrolled students to become more 

proficient in English and a second language. 

The Peekskill High School Spanish bilingual program consisting of a two-year sequence supported by ENL 
language arts and content-area classes allows first and second year eligible Spanish dominant students to 
attend classes taught in their native language and English. Classes are offered in: 

ǒ Social Studies: US History, Global I, Global II, Economics and PIG.   

ǒ ENL:  English Language Development: Entering/Emerging, Transitioning, Expanding 

ǒ World Language: Native Language Arts 
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THE  PEEKSKILL  CITY  SCHOOL DISTRICT  

TEST ASSESSING SECONDARY COMPLETION  

(TASC) Program 

The PCSD TASC program allows students to go for their New York State High School Equivalency Diploma. The 
program is a district run program designed for students that are overage and under credited. Students who are 
eligible for this program are those whose cohort class has already graduated. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Students or parents interested in the program must contact the high school guidance office and speak to Ms. 
Dorado, School Counselor at (914) 737-0201 ext. 3512.  Students and parents will be asked to come in and 
meet with their guidance counselor so the student's entire transcript can be examined. After meeting with the 
guidance counselor, a decision will be made as to the best program fit for the student.  The TASC program has 
a limited amount of seating available for the program.  For any program details or assistance please contact: 

Å Ms. Lisa Dorado at (914)737-0201 ext. 3512 or email at ldorado@peekskillschools.org  

 

PROGRAM DETAILS 

The TASC program which takes place in the Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES in Yorktown. The students 
are considered to be Peekskill City School District students and they are expected to follow the Peekskill CSD 
Code of Conduct. The Code of Conduct can be found on the district website at 
https://www.peekskillcsd.org/Domain/592 . The students must abide by, and are subject to, the entirety of the 
Code of Conduct, in behavioral expectations and attendance. Failure to comply will result in removal from the 
program.  The students are expected to attend class every day.  The district will be working in conjunction with 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES to set up students. 

TEST ASSESSING SECONDARY COMPLETION (TASC) 

New York State has selected a new high school equivalency test called the Test Assessing Secondary Completion 
ό¢!{/ϰύ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ όD95ϯύ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ 
IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 9ǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴŎȅ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нΣ нлмпΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢!{/ϰ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭƛŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ 
that is used to verify that examinees have knowledge in core content areas equivalent to that of graduating 
high school seniors. 

The exam includes five sections: 

1. Language Arts -Reading 
2. Language Arts -Writing (which includes an essay) 

3. Mathematics (which includes a calculator section and a section in which calculators are not allowed) 

4. Science (calculators are permitted) 

5. Social Studies 

 

mailto:ldorado@peekskillschools.org
https://www.peekskillcsd.org/Domain/592
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COURSE AVAILABILITY 

In the event of insufficient enrollment, staffing considerations, and fiscal restraints, the Board of Education reserves the 
right to cancel a course. Courses within the same discipline, but on different levels, may be combined because of low 
enrollment. 

GRADE LEVEL CLASSIFICATIONS (SOPHOMORE, JUNIOR, SENIOR) 

All freshmen, sophomores, juniors are required to be enrolled in seven (7) instructional periods each semester. 
All seniors are required to be enrolled in a minimum of five (5) instructional periods each semester. 

SOPHOMORE 

ǒ At least 5.5 credits 
ǒ A minimum of 4.5 core credit classes (English I, Algebra ®, Living Environment ®, U.S. History & Government 

® and Physical Fitness 9). 

JUNIOR 

ǒ At least 11.0 credits 
ǒ A minimum of 9.0 core credit classes (English I, English II, Algebra ®, Geometry ®, Living Environment ®, Earth 

Science ®, U.S. History & Government ®, Global History I, Physical Education 9 and Fitness for Life 1). 

SENIOR 

ǒ At least 16.0 credits 
ǒ A minimum of 14 core credit classes: (English I, English II, English III, Algebra ®, Geometry ®, Living 

Environment ®, Earth Science ®, U.S. History & Government ®, Global History I, Global History II ®, Physical 
Fitness, World Language, Art / Music and Health).   

 

GRADUATION CANDIDATE ELIGIBILITY 

As per New York State a student needs at least 22.0 credits and meet all NYS graduation requirements: 
English (4.0 credits), Math (3.0 credits), Social Studies (4.0 credits), Science (3.0 credits), Physical Education 
(2.0 credits), Health (0.5 credits), Foreign Language (1.0 credit), Arts (1.0 credit) and Electives (3.5 credits) to 
graduate. 

SAMPLE SCHEDULES BY GRADE 
FRESHMAN YEAR ς GRADE 9 

Marking Period 1 and 2 Period Marking Period 3 and 4 

Algebra I ® 1 Algebra I ® [1.0] 

Living Environment ® 2 Living Environment ® [1.0] 

Living Environment Lab ® /Physical Fitness 9 3 Living Environment Lab ® / Physical Fitness 9 [0.5] 

English 9 4 English 9 

Lunch 5 Lunch 

Global History I   6 Global History I [1.0] 

Spanish II 7 Spanish II [1.0] 

Art or Music or Health or STEM 8 Art or Music or Health or STEM 

Art or Music or Health or STEM 9 Art or Music or Health or STEM 
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Call Back Call 
Back 

Call Back 

Note: 
ǒ [ ] denotes credit value of course 

ǒ ® denotes Regents Course (Student will sit for the Regents in January, June, and/or August.) 

ǒ Call Back is required of all 9th grade students. 
ǒ All freshmen are required to be enrolled in at least seven (7) instructional periods each marking period. 

 

SOPHOMORE YEAR ς GRADE 10 
A sophomore must have at least 5.5 credits, with a minimum of 4.5 core credit classes (English I, Algebra ®, Living 
Environment ®, U.S. History & Government ®, Physical Fitness). 

 A sophomore must have passed at least 1 Regents (Algebra ® or Living Environment ® or U.S. History & 
Government ®). 

Marking Period 1 and 2 Period Marking Period 3 and 4 

Geometry ® 1 Geometry ® [1.0] 

Earth Science ® 2 Earth Science ® [1.0] 

Earth Science Lab ® / 

Physical Education 10 

3 Earth Science Lab ® / 

Physical Education 10 [0.5] 

English 10 4 English 10 [1.0] 

Global History II ® 5 Global History II ® [1.0] 

Lunch 6 Lunch 

Spanish III 7 Spanish III [1.0] 

Art or Music or Health or STEM 8 Art or Music or Health or STEM 

Art or Music or Health or STEM 9 Art or Music or Health or STEM 

Call Back Call Back Call Back 

Note:  

ǒ [ ] denotes credit value of course 

ǒ ® denotes Regents Course (Student will sit for the Regents in January, June, and/or August.) 

ǒ All sophomores are required to be enrolled in at least seven (7) instructional periods each marking period. 

  

JUNIOR YEAR ς GRADE 11 
A Junior must have at least 11.0 credits, with a minimum of 11.0 core credit classes (English I, English II, 

Algebra ®, Geometry ®, Living Environment ®, Earth Science ®,  U.S. History & Government ®, Global History I, 
Physical Education 9, Fitness for Life 1). 

A Junior must have passed at least 2 Regents 
(Integrated Algebra ® or Living Environment ® and 

U.S. History & Government ®) 
Period Marking Period 3 and 4 

Algebra II ® 1 Algebra II ® [1.0] 

Chemistry ® 2 Chemistry ® [1.0] 

Chemistry Lab ® / 

PE ς 
3 Chemistry Lab ® / 

PE ς [0.5] 

English 11 ® 4 English 11 ® [1.0] 

US History and Government® 5 US History and Government® [1.0] 
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Lunch 6 Lunch 

Spanish IV ® 7 Spanish IV ® [1.0] 

Elective 8 Elective 

Elective 9 Elective 

Note: 
ǒ [ ] denotes credit value of course 

ǒ All juniors are required to be enrolled in a minimum of at least six (6) instructional periods each marking period. 

SENIOR YEAR ς GRADE 12 
A Senior must have at least 16.0 credits and with a minimum of 14 core credit classes: (English I, English II, 
English III, Algebra ®, Geometry ®, Living Environment ®, Earth Science ®, U.S. History & Government ®, Global 
History I, Global History II ®, Physical Fitness, Foreign Language, Art / Music, Health).   

ǒ A senior must pass at least 4 Regents (Algebra ®, Living Environment ®, Comprehensive English ®, U.S. 
History & Government ®). 

Marking Period 1 and 2 Period Marking Period 3 and 4 

Pre-Calculus 1 Pre-Calculus [1.0] 

Physics ® 2 Physics ® [1.0] 

Physics Lab ® / 

PE 
3 Physics Lab ® / 

PE [0.5] 

English 12 4 English 12 [1.0] 

Participation in Government [0.5] 5 Economics [0.5] 

Elective 6 Elective 

Lunch 7 Lunch 

Elective 8 Elective 

Elective 9 Elective 

Note:   
 [ ] denotes credit value of course 

 A senior must register for at least five (5) instructional periods each marking period. 

 A senior may have at least 22.0 credits and must have completed all NYS pre-requisites ς English (4.0 credits), 
Math (3.0 credits), Social Studies (4.0 credits), Science (3.0 credits), Physical Education (2.0 credits), Health (0.5 
credit), World Language (1.0 credit), Arts (1.0 credit), Electives (3.5 credits) ς to graduate from Peekskill City 
School District. 
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{ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
Name: 

 

 

Peekskill City School District 

Grades 9-12 Worksheet 

Use this sheet as a guideline in planning your four-year program. 

Subjects 
Required 
Credits 

Important Information 
9th 

Grade 
10th 

Grade 
11th 

Grade 
12th 

Grade 

English 4.0 + Regents in English 
Language Arts 

    

Social Studies 4.0 + Regents in Global 
History 

+ Regents in US History 
and Government 

    

Mathematics 3.0 + Regents in Algebra or 
Geometry or Algebra II 

    

Science 3.0 + Regents in Living 
Environment or Earth 

Science or Chemistry or 
Physics 

    

Physical 
Education 

2.0 State Required Course 
(4 years) 

 

    

Health 0.5 State Required Course 

 
    

World 
Languages 

1.0 + Regents in Spanish, 
(Advanced Regents 

Diploma) 

    

The Arts 
(Art / Music) 

1.0      

Electives 3.5      

Diploma 
Requirements 

22 

Minimum 
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ACCELERATED/HONORS PROGRAM 

The goals of the Honors, Advanced Placement and College Level Program offered at Peekskill High School 
are to: 

Provide students with rigorous, challenging coursework that will prepare them for a Regents Diploma with 
Advanced Designation.  Enhance student success in meeting the standards for the SAT II Examinations. 
Provide increased opportunities for students to receive college credit while still in high school through 
Advanced Placement and college courses offered at Peekskill High School. 

These programs will focus on continuing the accelerated strand for Math and Science and Foreign Language 
begun in the Middle School. 

Below is a recommended course selection map for students in grades 9-12: 

ǒ Programs in Living Environment, Earth Science, Chemistry, Astronomy, STEM, Engineering, Robotics 

and Physics. 

ǒ A two-year World History Advanced Placement Course is offered in grades 9 and 10. This course 

ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ L ŀƴŘ LL ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ {¦b¸ !ƭōŀƴȅΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ tƻƭƛŎy in Modern America, Classism, 

Racism, Sexism and Latin America and The Caribbean courses. 

ǒ A pre-!t 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǊŀŘŜ млΣ ŀƴŘ {¦b¸ !ƭōŀƴȅΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 

Diaspora in the United States. 

ǒ A computer science sequence can begin in grade 9 or 10. 

ǒ Spanish Honors, AP Spanish Language and Culture and AP Spanish Literature. 

ǒ Advanced Art and Portfolio Development 

ǒ {ŜƭŜŎǘ /ƘƻǊǳǎΣ ±ƻŎŀƭ WŀȊȊ 9ƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ ά/ƛǘȅ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎέ 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP), 

COLLEGE LEVEL COURSES (CLC) 

 

COURSES OFFERED 

AP English Language AP Calculus (AB) 

AP English Literatures AP Spanish Language 

AP U.S. History AP Spanish Literature 

AP U.S. Government and Politics AP World History 

African Diaspora (CLC) SUNY Authentic Science Research (CLC) SUNY 

Classism, Racism, Sexism (CLC) SUNY Astronomy 1 (CLC) WCC 

Latin America and the Caribbean (CLC) SUNY Astronomy 2 (CLC) WCC 

Entrepreneurship (CLC) SUNY Anatomy and Physiology I (CLC) WCC 

Public Policy in Modern US (CLC) SUNY English 12(CLC) WCC 

Sociology (CLC) SUNY Math 12(CLC) WCC 

Social Justice, Introduction to Government (CLC) SUNY Intermediate Spanish 1(CLC) WCC 

WCC Forensics (CLC) Intermediate Spanish 2(CLC) WCC 
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ONLINE COURSES 

 

EDGENUITY 

SUBJECT COURSES OFFERED 

English  

Mathematics Algebra I 

Geometry 

Social Studies a. Global History & Geography I 
b. Global History & Geography II 
c. US History & Government 
d. Economics 
e. Participation In Government 

Science  

World Language Spanish 1 

Spanish 2 

PE/Health  

Art  

Electives  

  

OC21 ONLINE CLASSES FOR THE 21st CENTURY 

Adventures in Programming **  Fake News and Other Hot Topics **  

Architecture Across the Centuries *  Introduction to Anthropology *  

Beyond Mindfulness **  Sports Management, Media, Marketing and Analysis *  

Brain Games, The Psychology of How to Focus *  You are What You Eat, The Trust Behind Your Food *  

Choice or Destiny: Fads, Trends and Phenomena** Zero to Sixty: Writing Your First Novel ***  

Computer Science Discoveries 2  
* (Fall Semester Only)  

** (Spring Semester Only)  

*** (Fall and Spring Semester)  
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2021-2022 Updated 
 Criteria for Course Recommendations by Department 

 
Due to COVID 19, the following course recommendations were re-adjusted 

 
Prerequisites are a very useful tool to ensure students have the background and foundation to succeed 
at the next level.  It measures if students have acquired the knowledge, skills, and determination to 
successfully complete and/or master the subsequent coursework.   It also helps properly place students 
in the appropriate class, so they can feel sufficiently prepared, more confident and comfortable with 
the subject matter.  In most cases the existing course catalog has 3 or more data points which can be 
used to prevent misplacement of students in courses they have yet to prepare for, based on prior 
performŀƴŎŜΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wŜƎŜƴǘǎ 
exams as a data point.  However, we can make the proper placements for our students using the 
average of the first two quarters of the course the student is currently enrolled in and the latest SRI 
literary report.  These two data points along with current teacher recommendations are sufficient in 
properly placing students in the correct courses for the 2021-2022 school year.   

 
 

SUBJECT COURSE NAME GRADE 
AMENDED GUIDELINES FOR 

2020-2021 ONLY 

Mathematics 
 

Geometry 9 Honors 9 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
85% or higher in 8th grade 
Algebra I class; 

Lexile level of 1050 +; 

Teacher Recommendation 

Mathematics 
 

Algebra II Honors 10-11 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
85% or higher in Geometry 
Honors/Geometry class; 

Lexile level of 1050 +; 

Teacher Recommendation 

Mathematics 
 

Pre-Calculus Honors 11-12 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
85% or higher in Algebra II 
Honors/Algebra II class; 

Lexile level of 1050 +; 

Teacher Recommendation 

Mathematics 
 

Pre-Calculus 11-12 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
80% or higher in Algebra II 
Honors/Algebra II class; 
Lexile level of 1050 +; 

Teacher Recommendation; 

Mathematics 
 

AP Calculus 12 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
90% or higher in Pre-Calculus 
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Honors/Pre-Calculus class; 

Lexile level of 1050 +; 

Teacher Recommendation 

Mathematics 
 

Calculus 12 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
80% or higher in Pre-Calculus 
Honors/Pre-Calculus class; 

Lexile level of 1050 +; 

Teacher Recommendation 

Mathematics 
 

Statistics 12 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
80% or higher in Pre-Calculus 
Honors/Pre-Calculus class or 
Algebra II Honors/Algebra II 
class; 
Lexile level of 1050 +; 

Teacher Recommendation 

 
Social Studies:  Prerequisites can be a very useful tool to measure if students have the knowledge, skills, 
and determination to succeed at the next level.  It can also help properly place students in the right 
class so that they can feel more confident and comfortable with the subject matter.  In most cases the 
existing course catalog has up to 3 data points which can be used to prevent under qualified students 
from being placed in courses which are not suited for them based on prior performance.  Unfortunately, 
due to the pandemic we will not be able to use the current year regents exam as a data point.  However, 
I maintain that we can make the proper placements for our students using the average of the first two 
quarters of the social studies class that the student is currently enrolled in and the latest SRI literary 
report which was released this past February. These two data points along with current teacher 
recommendations are sufficient in my view in properly placing students in the correct courses for the 
2021-2022 school year.   

Please note that aside from the current senior class the only class that has sat for a social studies regents 
exam is the current 11th grade on an exam they took 2 years ago as 9th grade students (U.S. History). 
 
 

SUBJECT COURSE NAME GRADE 
COURSE CATALOG 

CURRENT GUIDELINES 

AMENDED 
GUIDELINES FOR 2020-

2021 ONLY 

Social Studies Global History I Honors 9 85+US, ELA 3-4,Reading on 
grade level (Lexile score 
1010+). 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

85+after 2q; Reading 
on grade level (Lexile 
score 1010+); 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies AP World History I 9 90+US, ELA 3-4,Reading on 
grade level (Lexile score 
1010+). 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 
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90+after 2q; Reading 
on grade level (Lexile 
score 1010+); 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies Global History II 
Honors 

10 85+Glo1, 85+Final, Reading 
on grade level (Lexile score 
1050+) 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

85+after 2q; Reading 
on grade level (Lexile 
score 1050+); 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies AP World History II 10 90+Glo1, 
85+Final,1200+Lex 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies U.S. History Honors 11 85+Glo2, 85+Reg,1150+Lex Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

85+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies AP U.S. History 11 90+Glo2, 85+Reg,1220+Lex Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies Debate 9-10 and 11-12 9-12 None Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies Public Policy Mod. 
Amer. 

or Social Justice Govt. 

12 85+US, 
85+USReg,1200+Lex 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies Entrepreneurship Eco. 12 10th-11th Grade Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
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Recommendation 

Social Studies !t ¦Φ{Φ DƻǾΩǘ ϧ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ 12 90+US, 
85+USReg,1290+Lex 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies Classism, Racism, 
Sexism 

11-12 Complete Global II Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies Latin America & 
Caribbean 

11-12 Complete Global II Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Social Studies Sociology 11-12 Complete Global II Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

 
 

SUBJECT COURSE NAME GRADE 
COURSE CATALOG 

CURRENT GUIDELINES 

AMENDED 
GUIDELINES FOR 2020-

2021 ONLY 

English English 9 Honors 9 Students must meet at 
least two of the following 
three criteria: 85+ in English 
8; NYS ELA score 3 or 4; 
Reading on grade level 
(Lexile score 1010+).  Note: 
students who do not take 
the 8th grade NYS ELA 
exam must meet both of 
the other two criteria. 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three criteria: 
85+ average for 1st and 
2nd Quarter in English 
8; Reading on grade 
level (Lexile score 
1010+); teacher 
recommendation. 

English English 10 Honors 10 Students must meet at 
least two of the following 
three criteria; 85+ in 
English 9 or 80+ in English 
9H; High Proficient (80+) or 
Distinguished (85+) English 
9 final exam grade; Reading 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three 
criteria; 85+ average 
for 1st and 2nd Quarter 
in English 9/9H; 
teacher 
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on grade level (Lexile score 
1050+). 

recommendation; 
Reading on grade level 
(Lexile score 1050+). 

English English 11 
AP English Language 

11 Students must meet at 
least two of the following 
three criteria: 85+ in 
English 10 or 80+ in English 
10H; High Proficiency (80+) 
or Distinguished (85+) ELA 
Regents score; Reading on 
11th grade level (Lexile 
score 1185+). 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three 
criteria: 90+ average 
for 1st and 2nd Quarter 
in English 10/10H; 
teacher 
recommendation; 
Reading on 11th grade 
level (Lexile score 
1185+). 

English African Diaspora 11/12 Students must have passed 
English 11, the ELA Regents 
exam (65+), the Global 
History Regents exam 
(65+), and read at 11th 
grade level (Lexile score 
1185+). 
Additionally, 11th grade 
students who have passed 
the ELA Regents exam (65+) 
or have an 80+ in English 
10; passed the Global 
History Regents exam 
(65+); and read on 11th 
grade level (Lexile score 
1185+) will be considered, 
based on availability. 

Students must have 
passed English 11. 
Additionally, incoming 
11th grade students 
who meet two of the 
following three criteria 
will be considered, 
based on availability: 
85+average for 1st and 
2nd Quarter in English 
10/10H; 85+average 
for 1st and 2nd Quarter 
in 10th grade SS 
course; teacher 
recommendation; 
Reading on grade level 
(1080+). 

English English 12 
AP English Literature 

12 Students must meet at 
least two of the following 
three criteria: 85+ in English 
11 or 80+ in English 11AP; 
High Proficient (80+) or 
Distinguished (85+) ELA 
Regents score; Reading on 
grade level (Lexile score 
1185+). 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following three 
criteria: 90+ average 
for 1st and 2nd Quarter 
in English 11/11AP; 
teacher 
recommendation; 
Reading on grade level 
(Lexile score 1185+). 

 
 

Science- Students need to come into the honors/AP classes with certain skills already in place so that 
the time in class can be spent on teaching new material especially since these classes move at a faster 
pace.  For some courses there is a prerequisite to take other courses to ensure the students have the 
background and foundation they need in order to be successful in the next level class. This includes 
other science and math courses.  We feel that using regents data is one key component.  We are using 
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a score of 80% or higher on the previous regents exams except for Advanced Physics, which 85% or 
higher is expected in both the science and math regents. 

(Lexile level - 1050) 
 
 

SUBJECT COURSE NAME GRADE 
AMENDED GUIDELINES FOR 

2020-2021 ONLY 

Science 
 

Earth Science 10 Students must meet at least two 
of the following criteria: 
Teacher Recommendation 

Lexile score of 1050 + 

75% or higher in previous 
science class 

Science Chemistry: The Physical Setting ς 
Regents Level 

10-11 Students must meet at least two 
of the following criteria: 
Teacher Recommendation 

Lexile score of 1050 + 

75% or higher in previous 
science class 

Science 

Chemistry Honors 

10-11 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
85% or higher in prev science 
class and Algebra 1 class 

Lexile level of 1050 + 

Teacher Recommendation 

Science Living Environment Honors 9 Students must meet at least two 
of the following three criteria: 
85% or higher in Earth Science 
Class 
Lexile level of 1050 + 

Teacher Recommendation 

Science Physics ς The Physical Setting 
Regents 

11 Students must meet the 
following criteria: 
Teacher Recommendation 

Lexile level of 1050 + 

75% or higher in previous 
science course and Algebra 1 

Science Physics Honors 11 Students must meet the 
following criteria: 
Teacher Recommendation 

85% or higher in previous 
science course 
85% or higher in Algebra 1 class 
and currently enrolled in or 
completed Algebra II Honors 

Lexile level of 1050+ 

Science Applied Physics 11 Students must meet the 
following criteria: 
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Teacher Recommendation 

Lexile level of 1050 + 

85% or higher in previous 
science course 
85% or higher in Algebra 1 class 
and currently enrolled in or 
completed Algebra II Honors 

 

 

SUBJECT COURSE NAME GRADE 
COURSE CATALOG 

CURRENT GUIDELINES 

AMENDED 
GUIDELINES FOR 2020-

2021 ONLY 

Art Advanced Art 1 - 9th 
grade 

9 Middle School Accelerated 
Art or Ceramics and 
Teacher Recommendation 
with a 90 or above 

Middle School 
Accelerated Art or 
Ceramics and Teacher 
Recommendation with 
a 90 or above 

Art Advanced Art 1 9-12 1 Foundation Art Course 
with an average of 90 or 
above or Teacher 
Recommendation 

1 Foundation Art 
Course with an average 
of 90 or above or 
Teacher 
Recommendation 

Art Printmaking 9-12 1 Foundation Art Course 
and Teacher 
Recommendation 

1 Foundation Art 
Course and Teacher 
Recommendation 

Art Sculpture 9-12 1 Foundation Art Course 
and Teacher 
Recommendation 

1 Foundation Art 
Course and Teacher 
Recommendation 

Art Advanced Art 2 10- 12 1 Foundation Art course 
and Advanced Art 1 with an 
average of 90 or above or 
Teacher Recommendation 

1 Foundation Art 
course and Advanced 
Art 1 with an average of 
90 or above or Teacher 
Recommendation 

Art Portfolio Development 11-12 1 Foundation Art course 
and Advance Art 1 & 2 with 
a course average of 88 or 
above or Teacher 
Recommendation 

1 Foundation Art 
course and Advance Art 
1 & 2 with a course 
average of 88 or above 
or Teacher 
Recommendation 

Art Digital Photography 2 10-12 Digital Photography 1 Digital Photography 1 

 
Rationale for the amended criteria for Intermediate Spanish 1 - AP Spanish Literature courses 

 
The students from the WCC-Intermediate Spanish 1 class will have the opportunity to continue with 
Latino USA if they do not meet the average requirement for the AP Spanish Language class (the 
avŜǊŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ Řŀǘŀ ǇƻƛƴǘύΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘŘŜŘ άǊŜŀŘ ŀǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭέ όDƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Tom and Todd and thought it was a good idea) to the criteria for the courses from Latino USA to AP 
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Spanish Literature so that students will have three data points as options but be required to meet two 
to give them more opportunity to take the advanced level courses while at the same time doing well 
in the class. 

 
 

SUBJECT COURSE NAME GRADE 
COURSE CATALOG 

CURRENT GUIDELINES 

AMENDED 
GUIDELINES FOR 2020-

2021 ONLY 

Spanish WCC Span 201- 
Intermediate Spanish 1 

10, 11, 
12 

Must have passed the 
Spanish 3 course and the 
Checkpoint B Oneida 
Herkimer Madison Boces 
exam (OHM Boces exam) 
and have received teacher 
recommendation. 
An English Language 
Learner (ELL) student that 
has studied in a Spanish-
speaking country may get 
the following Elective 
credits after verification of 
their transcript (up to the 
age of 11 - 3 credits; up to 
the age of 12 - 4 credits; age 
13 and above - 5 credits).  
The ELL student must be 
assessed to be placed in the 
appropriate level. 

Students must pass the 
Spanish 3 course and 
receive teacher 
recommendation. 
 

Spanish Latino USA 11, 12 Must have passed the 
Spanish 4 course and the 
department assessment 
with an 75 and above and 
have received teacher 
recommendation. 
An English Language 
Learner (ELL) student who 
has studied in a Spanish-
speaking country may get 
the following Elective 
credits after verification of 
their transcript (up to the 
age of 11- 3 credits; up to 
the age of 12 - 4 credits; 
and age 13 and above - 5 
credits). The ELL student 
must be assessed to be 
placed in the appropriate 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following 
requirements: Pass the 
Spanish 4 course with a 
75 or above; Receive 
teacher 
recommendation; 
Read on grade level. 
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level.  

Spanish AP Spanish Language 11, 12 Must have passed the 
Spanish 4 course and the 
department assessment 
with an 85 and above and 
have received teacher 
recommendation. 
or passed the AP Spanish 
Literature course. 
An English Language 
Learner (ELL) student who 
has studied in a Spanish-
speaking country may get 
the following Elective 
credits after verification of 
their transcript (up to the 
age of 11- 3 credits; up to 
the age of 12 - 4 credits; 
and age 13 and above - 5 
credits). The ELL student 
must be assessed to be 
placed in the appropriate 
level. 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following 
requirements: Pass the 
Spanish 5 course with 
an 85 or above; Receive 
teacher 
recommendation; 
Read on grade level. 

 
 

Spanish AP Spanish Literature 11, 12 Must have passed the 
Spanish 4 course and the 
department assessment 
with an 85 and above and 
have received teacher 
recommendation. 
or passed the AP Spanish 
Language and culture 
course. 
An ELL student who has 
studied in a Spanish-
speaking country may get 
the following Elective 
credits after verification of 
their transcript (up to the 
age of 11 - 3 credits; up to 
the age of 12 - 4 credits; age 
13 and above - 5 credits). 
The ELL student must be 
assessed to be placed in the 
appropriate level. 

Students must meet at 
least two of the 
following 
requirements: Pass the 
AP Spanish Language 
course with an 85 or 
above; Receive teacher 
recommendation; 
Read on grade level. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT  

COURSE OFFERINGS 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 9 1 1.0 Full Year English 8 

English 9 is designed to strengthen student skills as readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and thinkers.  Over the course of the 
year, students will become more proficient as readers of both literature and informational texts.  Class units include 
examinations of a variety of genres, including poetry, short stories, plays, novels, and nonfiction texts.  Part of the curriculum 
involves reading plays by William Shakespeare and collaborating with the Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival for a series of 
hands-on workshops.   Students will also complete a wide range of writing assignments (argumentative, narrative, and 
informative/explanatory) over varying periods of time.  For the final assessment, students develop a year-end writing portfolio 
compiling their best work and reflecting on the year. NCAA approved course. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length 
Prerequisite 

Intervention Indicators 

English 9/Reading 2 1.0 Full Year 
English 8; N.Y.S. ELA score 1/low 2 
Reading more than 2 grades below 

level (Lexile score below 875). 

This is an intensive, specially designed Academic Intervention course designed to assist students who are in need of additional 
support, as evidenced by a variety of academic indicators. Placement in this course is based on multiple indicators that reveal 
individuals are below proficiency, including the 8th grade N.Y.S. English Language Assessment (1 or 2), teacher 
recommendation, and performance on literacy assessments.  The program directly addresses individual needs through adaptive 
and instructional software, high-interest literature, and direct instruction in reading and writing skills. Curriculum also 
integrates the central understandings and required projects for English 9.  For the final assessment, students develop a year-
end writing portfolio compiling their best work and reflecting on the year. English Language Learners at the Transitioning, 
Expanding and Commanding level can be enrolled in Writing/Literacy lab 9 for additional support.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 9 Honors 1 1.05 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria: 85+ in 
English 8 or 80+ in English 8H; NYS 
ELA score 3 or 4; Reading on grade 
level (Lexile score 1010+).  Note: 
students who do not take the 8th 

grade NYS ELA exam must meet both 
of the other two criteria. 

This rigorous course will provide students with an accelerated and enriched curriculum.  In order to give students a foundation 
for future AP English courses, the already existing English 9 curriculum is supplemented with additional units, activities, 
readings, and writing assessments. During a unit on rhetorical techniques, students will analyze rhetorical strategies used in 
various modes of discourse.  In addition, a rigorous independent reading curriculum, beginning with summer reading and 
extending throughout the year, exposes students to representative works of literary merit.  A poetry and short story unit will 
facilitate interdisciplinary planning and projects that align with Social Studies courses. In analyzing poetry and short stories, 
students will learn to look beyond the surface of a work of literature and examine the techniques utilized by authors and the 
effects created by the use of these techniques. One of the writing pieces will be a research project, which will introduce 
students to the research process and MLA formatting. Learning the research process provides students with critical thinking 
skills that will benefit them in their English coursework and other classes as well. For the final assessment, students develop a 
year-end writing portfolio compiling their best work and reflecting on the year.  NCAA approved course 



30 | Page 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 10 1 1.0 Full Year English 9 

English 10 continues to strengthen student skills as readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and thinkers.  The curriculum 
incorporates both literary and informational texts, with many texts drawn from 20th century American literature examining the 
impact of war, the prevalence of inequality, and the enduring strength of the human spirit.   Also, students will read nonfiction 
sources in order to identify claims and examine writers' use of evidence, and then develop thoughtful source-based arguments 
of their own.  Students will also complete a wide range of writing assignments (literary analysis, argumentative, narrative, and 
informative/explanatory) over varying periods of time.  For the final assessment, students develop a year-end writing portfolio 
compiling their best work and reflecting on the year.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 10 Honors 1 1.05 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria; 85+ in 
English 9 or 80+ in English 9H; High 
Proficient (80+) or Distinguished 
(85+) English 9 final exam grade; 

Reading at 10th grade level (Lexile 
score 1080+). 

This course incorporates the entire curriculum of English 10, but also provides enrichment to students through additional units 
with rigorous examinations of challenging texts and additional projects, readings, and seminars.  Enrollment in English 10 
Honors continues to establish a foundation for future Advanced Placement English courses, as much of the coursework 
examines the relationship between speaker, audience and purpose, and analyzes how effective communicators utilize 
rhetorical techniques to achieve desired results.  Students develop a year-end writing portfolio compiling their best work and 
reflecting on the year.  Additionally, students enrolled in English 10 Honors are on an accelerated path and take the ELA 
Regents in June of their 10th grade year.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length 
Prerequisite 

Intervention Indicators 

English 10/Reading 2 1.0 Full Year 

Reading more than 2 grades below 
level (Lexile score below 925); 

Teacher Recommendation. 

This intensive, specially designed Academic Intervention course is designed to assist students who are still in need of additional 
support, as evidenced by academic performance in English 9.  Placement in this course is based on multiple indicators that 
reveal individuals continue to read below proficiency, as indicated by teacher recommendation, performance on literacy 
assessments, and performance in 9th grade.  The program directly addresses individual needs through adaptive and 
instructional software, high-interest literature, and direct instruction in reading and writing skills. The curriculum also 
integrates the central understandings and required projects for English 10.  For the final assessment, students develop a year-
end writing portfolio compiling their best work and reflecting on the year.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 11 1 1.0 Full Year English 10 

English 11 further refines student skills as readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and thinkers.  Curriculum incorporates both 
literary and informational texts.  Class units explore various themes in American literature, interpret central ideas, and analyze 
writers' use of writing strategies.  Additionally, students will read nonfiction sources to develop informed claims and source-
based arguments.  Students will complete a wide range of writing assignments (literary analysis, argumentative, narrative, and 
informative/explanatory) over varying periods of time.  As the final assessment, students are required to take the NYS ELA 
Regents examination in June and also compile a final portfolio.  NCAA approved course 
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Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 11 
AP English Language 

1 1.1 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria: 85+ in 

English 10 or 80+ in English 10H; High 
Proficiency (80+) or Distinguished 

(85+) ELA Regents score; Reading on 
11th grade level (Lexile score 1185+). 

This rigorous, engaging, and thought-provoking college-level course prepares students for the AP examination in English 
Language and Composition in May.  Many undergraduate schools award college credit to students who exhibit proficiency on 
the AP exam; therefore, this course requires exceptional commitment as writers and readers in order to justify potentially 
receiving undergraduate credit.   Course objectives are aligned with both national and state learning standards designed to 
facilitate mastery of the English Language. A few of the primary objectives include further understanding the relationship 
between speaker, audience and purpose; becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and 
rhetoǊƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΤ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
types of compositions (synthesis, analytical, argumentative).  As the final assessment, students are required to compile a final 
portfolio.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

African Diaspora:  
Intro to Africa/African 

American History 
1 1.1 Full Year 

Students must have passed English 
11, the ELA Regents exam (65+), the 
Global History Regents exam (65+), 
and read at 11th grade level (Lexile 

score 1185+). 
Additionally, 11th grade students 
who have passed the ELA Regents 

exam (65+) or have an 80+ in English 
10; passed the Global History 

Regents exam (65+); and read on 
11th grade level (Lexile score 1185+) 

will be considered, based on 
availability. 

African Diaspora centers on the movements and culture of Africans and their descendants to places around the 
world.  Students are introduced to literary, religious, historical, cultural, political, and social topics related to Africa and the 
African Diaspora with a focus on the conditions that produced the African Diaspora, the face of Africa around the world, the 
African Diaspora in the United States, and a contemporary, global look at the African Diaspora.  The purpose of the course is to 
enlighten students about the world in which they live as well as themselves.  Students will read a variety of literary works of 
merit, prepare research papers, write and deliver speeches, moderate and participate in weekly student-constructed Socratic 
Seminars, as well as a myriad of other thought- provoking, academically rigorous activities.  Students have the option of earning 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {¦b¸ !ƭōŀƴȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ University in the High School Program 
(2021-22 cost= $225.00; subject to change in future years).  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǘ !ƭōŀƴȅΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
Requirement of U.S. Diversity and Pluralism and will enable students to demonstrate the 4 points listed at 
http://www.albany.edu/gened/ch_diversity.shtml NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 12 
A.P. English Literature 

1 1.1 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria: 85+ in 
English 11 or 80+ in English 11AP; 

High Proficient (80+) or 
Distinguished (85+) ELA Regents 

score; Reading on grade level (Lexile 
score 1185+). 

http://www.albany.edu/gened/ch_diversity.shtml


32 | Page 

This course is a college-level course in which students will engage in careful reading and critical analysis of works of recognized 
literary merit. These works will be from various genres and periods, ranging from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century. 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀ ǿƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜll as literary techniques such as figurative language, imagery, 
symbolism and tone.  Through close reading, students will thoroughly understand the following elements: the experience of 
literature, the interpretation of literature, and the evaluation of literature. These aspects of reading will correspond to an 
approach to writing about literary works.  Writing to evaluate a literary work will involve the students in making and explaining 
ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ and cultural values through analysis, interpretation and 
argument. Students take the Advanced Placement Examination in May.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 12 
Creative Writing A/ 
Creative Writing B 

1 1.0 Full Year 
English 11 

65+ on English Regents 

This course is designed for students in their senior year who enjoy the process of writing.  Students will explore and analyze 
different genres of literature (poetry, short stories, memoir, children's literature, etc.) through reading the works of a varied 
group of writers and poets.  Following their studies of each genre, students will create their own pieces and incorporate similar 
literary techniques to become more creative, expressive writers.  Creative Writing A will focus on the college essay and 
building a resume, an introduction to creative writing, and children's literature.  Creative Writing B will focus on poetry, short 
stories, and memoir.  Students are encouraged to enroll in both Creative Writing A and B for the full year experience. NCAA 
approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 12A: 
Memoir and Nonfiction 

.5 1.0 Half Year 
English 11 

65+ on English Regents 

This one semester course explores nonfiction through a variety of genres, including memoirs, autobiographical narratives, 
journalism, and documentary films. Students will deepen their understanding of personal writing, through daily journal entries, 
polishing college essays, and gradually developing a memoir that details pivotal moments in their lives. This course will help 
students take a more holistic approach to the writing process, by paying close attention to imagery, characterization, setting, 
point of view, and figurative language, thus preparing them to meet the demands of college writing. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 12B 
Media Literacy 

.5 1.0 Half Year 
English 11 

65+ on English Regents 

This one semester course has two main components:  media literacy and global social issues.  Students will look at a variety of 
media, including advertising, music, news, and social networking, and learn to look at the media with a more critical eye. The 
class will explore issues such as how advertising presents gender roles, how the news shapes our understanding of the world, 
and how our technology-laden world has changed our lives in both positive and negative ways. The global issues component of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƛƭƳΣ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΦ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛll 
include creation of a public service advertisement and a digital story or book. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 12: 

WCC StepUp Introduction to 
College English 

1 1.0 Full Year 
English 11 

65+ on English Regents 

StepUp: Introduction to College Writing is a full-year course designed in collaboration with Westchester Community College 
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(WCC) to help prepare students to enter college without the need for remediation. The StepUp program is designed for 
students who are on track to graduate but likely to place into developmental English in their first year of college. Students 
enroll in a 12th Grade English class co-developed by high school and college faculty, and if successful, bypass the WCC 
Placement test and can enroll directly into the next credit bearing course.  Students who passed the ELA Regents and are 
interested in building college writing skills are encouraged to consider this course.   

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Analyzing Images .5 1.0 Half Year 
English 11 

65+ on English Regents 

Analyzing Images is a one-semester (half-year) course in which students learn methods for becoming visual storytellers and 
21st century communicators.  Developing vocabulary and analytical tools, students will pursue meaning as they analyze text 
and images within diverse forms.  Through course units aligned with the Jacob Burns Film Center curriculum, students will 
create texts through writing, images and film components.  Students interested in learning strategies for examining, planning, 
drafting, filming, documenting, editing, and revising are encouraged to consider this course.  Although primarily recommended 
for English 12 credit, this course can be used for art credit. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

English 12 1 1.0 Full Year 
English 11 

65+ on English Regents 

English 12 is designed to continue to strengthen students in their senior year by giving them the tools to advance their 
proficiency in analytical reading, writing, speech, and communication skills. The importance of being a proficient reader and 
writer, and its effects on one's future, will be instilled in each student. The literature component of the course offers an in-
depth exploration and analysis of several genres including novels, short stories, dramas, non-fiction articles, and poetry. This 
course will also have a component that prepares students for postsecondary readiness by developing college essays, resumes, 
cover letters, and interview skills. Lastly, throughout the participation of each reading, we will gain an understanding of a 
number of literary elements/devices; explore the various ways in which language is applied in the text; and develop an 
awareness of characters, themes, and motifs. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length 
Prerequisite 

Intervention Indicators 

Writing/Literacy Lab 9 .5 1.0 Full Year 

Students who are not enrolled in 
English/Reading 9 and meet one of 
the following two criteria: 8th grade 

N.Y.S. ELA score 1/ low 2 (below 
state cut-off for AIS); Reading 1-2 
grades below level (Lexile score 

between 875-970). 

The course is designed to provide Academic Intervention Services and instructional support for 9th grade students who are in 
need of additional support in literacy.  Placement in this course is based on multiple indicators that reveal individuals are below 
proficiency, including the 8th grade N.Y.S. English Language Assessment (1 or 2), teacher recommendation, and performance on 
reading and writing assessments.  The goal of this course is to provide students with additional, targeted instruction designed 
to improve reading and writing skills across all content areas.  English Language Learners at the Transitioning, Expanding and 
Commanding level can be enrolled in Writing/Literacy Lab 9 for additional support. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length 
Prerequisite 

Intervention Indicators 

Writing/Literacy Lab 10 .5 1.0 Full Year 
Sophomore students who meet one of 

the following two criteria: teacher 
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recommendations; Reading 1-2 grades 
below level (Lexile score 970). 

The course is designed to provide Academic Intervention Services and instructional support for 10th grade students who are in 
need of additional support in literacy.  Placement in this course is based on multiple indicators that reveal individuals are below 
proficiency, including the Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI), teacher recommendation, and performance on reading and 
writing assessments.  The goal of this course is to provide students with additional, targeted instruction designed to improve 
reading and writing skills across all content areas.  English Language Learners at the Transitioning, Expanding and Commanding 
level can be enrolled in Writing/Literacy Lab 10 for additional support. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length 
Prerequisite                       

Intervention Indicators 

Writing/Literacy Lab 11 .5 1.0 Full Year 

Junior students who meet one of the 
following two criteria: teacher 

recommendation: Reading more than 2 
grades below level (i.e., Lexile score 

below 1010) 

The course is designed to provide Academic Intervention Services and instructional support for 11th grade students who are in 
need of additional support in literacy in order to attain proficiency on the N.Y.S. ELA Regents exam.  Placement in this course is 
based on multiple indicators that reveal individuals are in need of additional support, including the Scholastic Reading 
Inventory (SRI), teacher recommendation, and performance on reading and writing assessments.  The goal of this course is to 
provide students with additional, targeted instruction designed to improve reading and writing skills across all content areas, 
but also to specifically provide them with additional instruction to assure success on the ELA Regents exam.  English Language 
Learners at the Transitioning, Expanding and Commanding level can be enrolled in Writing/Literacy Lab 11 for additional 
support. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

ELA AIS Regents Review 0 0 Half Year 
4th year students who did not pass 

ELA Regents 

This course is designed for fourth year students who did not pass the ELA Regents exam. The goal of this course is to provide 
students with a targeted intervention and develop literacy skills, which will prepare them to demonstrate proficiency on the 
ELA Regents exam. 

 

INTERVENTION INDICATORS 

**Placement in acceleration and intervention courses are determined based on the nationally 
normed Lexile levels below. 

 

 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 

190-530 420-650 520-820 740-940 830-1010 925-1070 

Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

970-1120 1010-1185 1050-1260 1080-1335 1185-1385 1185-1385 
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Peekskill High School: 

English Flowchart 

Departmental Pathways: 9th-12th
 

9th Grade Course(s) 
10th Grade Course(s) 

(Options) 
11th Grade Course(s) 12th Grade Course(s) 

English 9 English 10 English 11 

English 12 

English 12 Electives 

AP English Literature 

English 9 Honors English 10 Honors A.P. English Language 
AP English 
Literature 

English 9/Reading English 10/Reading English 11 
English 12 

English 12 Electives 

  
Students can also 

start to take electives 
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ENGLISH AS A NEW LA NGUAGE (ENL)  

COURSE OFFERINGS 

Through a content integrated curriculum, students engage in activities designed to promote English language 
acquisition in the domains of speaking, listening, reading, and writing, while also developing skills they need 
to understand academic concepts.  Instruction includes vocabulary development, syntax, phonetics, 
grammar, public speaking, reading and writing strategies, research, and computer literacy.  Placement in the 
ENL program is determined by NYSITELL/NYSESLAT scores, which determine English language proficiency 
levels:  Entering, Emerging, Transitioning, Expanding, and Commanding.  Students may exit the program by 
scoring Commanding on the NYSESLAT or a passing score on the NYS ELA Regents Examination and have a 
score of Expanding on the NYSESLAT. 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

ENL Entering/Emerging 9/10 

ENL Entering/Emerging 11/12 
1 1.0 Full Year 

NYSESLAT/NYSITELL 

Entering and Emerging 

A course for English Language Learners who have been determined to be at the Entering and Emerging stages of English 
language ACQUISITION.  Students require intensive Sheltered English listening, speaking, reading, and writing instruction.  
Emphasis is placed on English language comprehension, grammar, syntax, vocabulary building, idiomatic expressions and 
everyday English language use. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

ENL/ELA Integrated 9 
ENL/ELA Integrated 10 

ENL/ELA Integrated 11 

1 1.0 Full Year 
NYSITELL/NYSESLAT 

(all levels) 

All English Language Learners are enrolled in integrated English 9/10/11 courses in order to continue developing their English 
skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills while receiving intensive language support.  Emphasis is placed on 
complex English language structures, vocabulary development, grammar, mechanics, and exposure to different genres.  Course 
descriptions for English 9, English 10, and English 11 are listed in the English section of the Course Catalog. All 11th grade 
students are required to take the E.L.A. Regents. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

ENL/ELA Integrated 12: 

Memoir and Nonfiction 

 

ENL/ELA Integrated 12: 

Analyzing Images 

.5 1.0 Half Year 
NYSITELL/NYSESLAT 

(all levels) 

All English Language Learners are enrolled in integrated English 12 courses in order to continue developing their English skills in 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing while receiving intensive language support.  Emphasis is placed on complex English 
language structures, vocabulary development, grammar, mechanics, and exposure to different genres. 

 

Memoir and Nonfiction and Analyzing Images are half year/half credit E12 courses that can be taken to receive E12 course 
credit.  Course descriptions are listed in the English section of the Course Catalog. 
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Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

ENL/ELA Integrated 12: 
WCC StepUp Introduction to 

College English 
1 1.0 Full Year 

NYSITELL/NYSESLAT 

(Transitioning and Expanding) 

All English Language Learners are enrolled in integrated English 12 courses in order to continue developing their English 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills while receiving intensive language support.  Emphasis is placed on complex 
English language structures, vocabulary development, grammar, mechanics, and exposure to different genres. 

 

WCC StepUp Introduction to College English is a full year/one credit E12 course that can be taken to receive E12 course credit. 
Course descriptions are listed in the English section of the Course Catalog.  Students must be at the Expanding or Transitioning 
level in order to take this course.  Students at the Transitioning level need a teacher recommendation as well. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

ENL 9/10 Flex 1 

ENL 11/12 Flex 1 
.5 1.0 

Full Year/ every 
other day 

NYSITELL/NYSESLAT 

(Transitioning and Expanding) 

A course for English Language Learners who have been determined to be at the Transitioning and Expanding stage of English 
language, pursuant to the NYSESLAT.  This class serves as a bridge between ENL and mainstream English classes.  Students are 
also enrolled in a mainstream English class.  Instruction focuses on English language structures, vocabulary development, 
grammar, mechanics, research, expository and creative writing, and extensive reading of all genres of literature. All 11th grade 
students are required to take the E.L.A. Regents. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

ENL Bridge Program 1 1.0 Full Year 
NYSITELL 

(Newcomers/S.I.F.E.) 

The Bridges Program is specifically for culturally and linguistically diverse English Language Learners who have recently 
immigrated to the United States, never experienced the American education system and have interrupted or inconsistent 
formal education (S.I.F.E.).  During a daily three-period block, content integrated instruction focuses on English language 
acquisition (speaking, listening, reading, and writing), literacy, and American culture.  Although English language acquisition is a 
primary objective, students are encouraged to use their first languages and share their cultures in order to successfully 
participate in class activities and complete assignments.  Students generally remain in the program from 6 months to 1 year.  
Readiness for exiting the Program is determined by multiple factors, including NYSESLAT scores, classwork, class exams, etc. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT  

COURSE OFFERINGS 

 

All students must complete four units of Social Studies and pass one Regents Examination in Global History 

and Geography II and one Regents exam in U.S. History and Government. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Global History & Geography I 1 1.0 Full Year None 

This course provides students with the opportunity to study world regions in Global History and their cultures within a 
framework that is designed to develop a global perspective for the period beginning in the Paleolithic Era to circa 1750.  This 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
reasoning and causation, comparison and contextualization, and geographic reasoning, which will help develop them to 
function effectively in a world characterized by ethnic diversity, cultural pluralism, international and domestic conflicts and the 
importance of climate and geography.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Global History & Geography I 
Honors 

1 1.05 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria 

85+after 2q; 1050+Lex; 
Teacher Recommendation 

This course provides students with the opportunity to study world regions in Global History and their cultures within a 
framework that is designed to develop a global perspective for the period beginning in the Paleolithic Era to circa 1750.  This 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ƛƴǘerpreting and using evidence, chronological 
reasoning and causation, comparison and contextualization, and geographic reasoning, which will help develop them to 
function effectively in a world characterized by ethnic diversity, cultural pluralism, international and domestic conflicts and the 
importance of climate and geography.  A significant amount of work is required, including extensive reading and writing, 
analysis of primary sources at a level which demonstrates high proficiency in social studies skills.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

AP World History I 1 1.1 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex ; 
Teacher Recommendation 

World History I is the first year of a two-year program designed to prepare students to take the AP Advanced Placement World 
History exam. The course will focus on the interactions between communities and cultures across time and place. Within a 
chronological approach, students will examine how different societies have historically addressed complex political, economic 
and social issues. This course addresses history from approximately 8000 BC to 1450 AD and focuses on the development of 
skills specific to the study of history, including document analysis and persuasive writing.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Global History & Geography 
II 

1 1.0 Full Year           Global History I 

This course consists of the continued study of Europe and Non-European World History.  It consists of the study of the political, 
historical, social, cultural and economic events that shaped history.  Global History II provides a snapshot of the world circa 
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1750.   The course continues chronologically up to the present. Several concepts are woven throughout the course including 
industrialization, nationalism, imperialism, conflict, technology, and the interconnectedness of the world.  The last three Key 
Ideas focus on global issues, applying a more thematic approach.  All students will take the Global History & Geography Regents 
Examination. NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Global History & 
Geography II Honors 

1 1.05 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria 

85+after 2q; 1050+Lex; 
Teacher Recommendation 

This course consists of the continued study of Europe and Non-European World History.  It consists of the study of the political, 
historical, social, cultural and economic events that shaped history.  Global History II provides a snapshot of the world circa 
1750.   The course continues chronologically up to the present. Several concepts are woven throughout the course including 
industrialization, nationalism, imperialism, conflict, technology, and the interconnectedness of the world.  The last three Key 
Ideas focus on global issues, applying a more thematic approach.   A significant amount of work is required, including extensive 
reading and writing, analysis of primary sources and individual research at a level which demonstrates a high proficiency in 
social studies skills combined with extensive information, showing breadth of scope and depth.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

AP World History II 1 1.1 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex; 
Teacher Recommendation 

The AP World History course focuses on developing students' understanding of world history from approximately 600 B.C.E. to 
the present. The course has students investigate the content of world history for significant events, individuals, developments, 
and processes in six historical periods, and develop and use the same thinking skills and methods (analyzing primary and 
secondary sources, making historical comparisons, chronological reasoning, and argumentation) employed by historians when 
they study the past. The course also provides five themes (interaction between humans and the environment; development 
and interaction of cultures; state building, expansion, and conflict; creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems; 
and development and transformation of social structures) that students explore throughout the course in order to make 
connections among historical developments in different times and places encompassing the five major geographical regions of 
the globe: Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

U.S. History & Government 1 1.0 Full Year None 

United States History and Government begins with the colonial and constitutional foundations of the United States and 
explores the government structure and functions written in the Constitution. The development of the nation and the political, 
social, and economic factors that led to the challenges our nation faced in the Civil War are addressed. Industrialization, 
ǳǊōŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
wars of the 20th century, and the Cold War. Students explore the expansion of the federal government, the threat of terrorism, 
and the place of the United States in an increasingly globalized and interconnected world.   NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

U.S. History & Government 
Honors 

1 1.05 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria 

85+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher Recommendation 
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This course begins with the colonial and constitutional foundations of the United States and explores the government structure 
and functions written in the Constitution. The development of the nation and the political, social, and economic factors that led 
to the challenges our nation faced in the Civil War are addressed. Industrialization, urbanization, and the accompanying 
problems are ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Cold War. Students explore the expansion of the federal government, the threat of terrorism, and the place of the United 
States in an increasingly globalized and interconnected world.  A significant amount of work is required, including extensive 
reading and writing, analysis of primary sources and individual research at a level which demonstrates a high proficiency in 
social studies skills combined with extensive information, showing breadth of scope and depth.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

AP U.S. History 1 1.1 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher Recommendation 

¢ƘŜ !t ¦Φ{Φ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мпфм ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
present. The course has students investigate the content of U.S. history for significant events, individuals, developments, and 
processes in nine historical periods, and develop and use the same thinking skills and methods (analyzing primary and 
secondary sources, making historical comparisons, chronological reasoning, and argumentation) employed by historians when 
they study the past. The course also provides seven themes (American and national identity; migration and settlement; politics 
and power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the world; geography and environment; and culture and society) that 
students explore throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and 
places.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Argumentation & Debate .5 1.0 Half Year None 

Available to all 9th -12th grade students. However, only 11th and 12th grade students have the ability to earn college credit 
through SUNY Albany.  Students will learn the fundamentals of argumentative speech, writing and debate. This course is based 
on the belief that reasoned analysis of issues, shared discussion of concerns; respectful reflection and presenting alternate 
viewpoints are all important skills both within the classroom as well as in personal and professional situations. This course is 
designed to present students with the tools, principles and practices to help them improve their ability to formulate, test, 
revise and critique arguments and become effective argumentative writers and speakers. Students will also use learned skills to 
become effective public forum debaters and will get an overview of other forms of competitive debate. NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Participation in Government .5 1.0 Half Year None 

This course aims to provide students with opportunities to become engaged in the political process by acquiring the knowledge 
and practicing the skills necessary for active citizenship.  Content specifications are not included so that the course can adapt to 
present, local, national, and global, circumstances allowing teachers to select flexibly from current events to illuminate key 
ideas and conceptual understandings.  Participating in government in our communities is fundamental to our success of 
American democracy.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Public Policy in Modern 
America (Honors 

Government) 
.5 1.05            Half Year Passed Grades 9-11 

This course is organized chronologically, but with an emphasis on the history of four major domestic policies: welfare, civil 
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rights, economic policy, and health policy in 20th century America.   The course will introduce students to public policy as a 
goal-directed course of action taken by the different levels and branches of government in the United States.   Students will 
evaluate the impact that different public policy stakeholders, players, and actors have had in influencing public policy.  Students 
will also assess the relevance of history to current political debates and analysis of public policy. Group workshops and debates 
will enable students to engage in active learning while grappling with these larger questions. Course credit at SUNY Albany 
available.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Introduction to Social Justice 
and Government (Honors 

Government) 
.5 1.05 Half Year Passed Grades 9-11 

This course explores the history of public policy in twentieth-century America through the lens of criminal justice and 
incarceration.  This class is geared towards 12th grade students who are interested in issues regarding criminal justice, 
incarceration, public policy, and civic participation.  In addition, it will employ a particular focus on the history of Sing Sing 
Prison and its role in various public policy debates around criminality, control, and incarceration.   The courses lectures, class 
activities and readings will focus on and will introduce students to public policy as a goal-directed course of action taken by the 
different levels and branches of government in the United States.   Students will evaluate the impact that different public policy 
stakeholders, players, and actors have had in influencing public policy.  Students will also assess the relevance of history to 
current political debates and analysis of public policy. Group workshops and debates will enable students to engage in active 
learning while grappling with these larger questions. Course credit at SUNY Albany available.  NCAA approved course 

 
 

   

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Economics .5 1.0 Half Year None 

Economics, the Enterprise System, and Finance examines the principles of the United States free market economy in a global 
context. Students will examine their individual responsibility for managing their personal finances. Students will analyze the 
role of supply and demand in determining the prices individuals and businesses face in the product and factor markets, and the 
global nature of these markets. Students will study changes to the workforce in the United States, and the role of 
entrepreneurs in our economy, as well as the effects of globalization. Students will explore the challenges facing the United 
States free market economy in a global environment and various policy-making opportunities available to the government to 
address these challenges.  NCAA approved course 

 

     

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Entrepreneurship Economics 1 1.1 Full Year Passed Grades 9-10 

Entrepreneurship economics is designed to teach Economics through the lens of an entrepreneur.  The skills and concepts 
taught will help students to become Entrepreneurial Citizens who are opportunity focused, solution driven, and holistic 
thinkers, with skills that are adaptable and transferable in any field they choose to study in.  Students will engage in problem-
based learning, relevant to real life.  There is a focus on critical thinking, communication skills, and collaboration.  Economic 
topics include banking, finance, wealth management, supply and demand problems, dept., budgeting, and investing; this 
course qualifies for the state economics requirement.  The course is supported by the Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship 
Program and includes field trips and competitions that students will submit their business plans to. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

AP U.S. Government & 
Politics 

1 1.1 Full Year 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following three criteria 

90+after 2q; 1050+Lex 
Teacher Recommendation 
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This course explores the political theory and everyday practices that direct the daily operation of our government and shape 
our public policies. The purpose of this course is not only to prepare students to take the AP U.S. Government and Politics 
Exam, but also to have them become active participants in their government. The course is, for all intents and purposes, taught 
on a college level and it requires a substantial amount of reading and preparation for every class that must happen outside of 
the classroom. Students taking this AP course need to be willing to enhance their understanding of concepts by listening to or 
reading the news, spending time outside of class experiencing politics and government in action and coming to class 
ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ǝƻ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ άǿƻǊƪǎΦέ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ a 
critical understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the American political system, as well as their rights and 
responsibilities as citizens.  NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Classism, Racism, Sexism .5 1.1 Half Year Passed Grades 9-10 

This course analyzes the connections between classism, racism and sexism, their mutually reinforcing nature, and the tensions 
arising from their interrelations. Critical thinking skills will be developed as we examine a variety of readings and media 
(theoretical, factual, and creative), to deconstruct systems of oppression and move towards social justice. Particular attention 
will be given to the ideological and personal aspects of these phenomena, as well as to the creation of strategies for students to 
critique and change existing structures of inequity and group oppression. A major portion of the course revolves around 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎǊŀǇǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅϥs 
society, and how to be substantive contributors in these areas of discourse. Course credit at SUNY Albany available SUNY 
!ƭōŀƴȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ University in the High School Program offers junior and seniors the opportunity to earn 
three college credits for this course.   ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǘ !ƭōŀƴȅΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ 
satisfying the U Albany General Education Program category of Challenges for the 21st Century. Pending NCAA approval 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean (CLC) SUNY 

.5 1.1 Half Year                Passed Grades 9-10 

This course is an intensive examination of Latin American and Caribbean Societies including an overview from first inhabitants, 
through the 20th century.  The purpose of the course is to use non-traditional forms of knowledge such as music, art, literature, 
and film excerpts from anthropological and sociological, historical, and cultural texts, maps, poems, and photographs to 
formulate an understanding of these historical narratives beyond a Eurocentric perspective. The scope includes (but is not 
limited to) the regions of Latin America (Central and South) and the Circum-Caribbean islands in the 19th and 20th centuries; 
independence and self-determination; independent nations and colonies; foreign interventions and intrusions; social and 
economic change; revolutions; and comparative Caribbean studies.  Course credit at SUNY Albany available.  Pending NCAA 
approval 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

W.I.S.E. (PISE Peekskill 
Individualized Senior 

Experience) 
.5 1.0 Half Year 

Economics, Global 1 & 2 
US History & Gov.  Passed all Regents. 

W.I.S.E. is a program to provide students with the opportunity to participate in internships or do original, creative projects. This 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƛƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ 
lies in encouraging students to develop their independence, confidence, and sense of responsibility. 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Psychology .5 1.0 Half Year 9th ς 10th Grade 
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Introduction to Psychology is a social studies elective that enables students to study topics in general psychology at the 
introductory college level. Topics include the Theoretical Perspectives of Psychology, Research Methodology, the Biological 
Basis of Behavior, Sensation and Perception, Motivation and Emotion, and Learning and Memory. NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Sociology .5 1.0 Half Year Passed 9th-11th Grade 

Sociology is the science of society. Essentially, it deals with the way people behave in groups. Emphasis is placed on such topics 
as the meaning of culture, group dynamics and cultural change. This course deals with contemporary issues such as marriage 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΦ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŀǘ {¦b¸ !ƭōŀƴȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ {¦b¸ !ƭōŀƴȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ 
University in the High School Program offers junior and seniors the opportunity to earn three college credits for this course.  
NCAA approved course 

 

Course Credit Weight Length Prerequisite 

Start Up Tech 1 1.0 Full Year 10th Grade 

The NFTE Startup Tech Intro is a blended learning tech-entrepreneurship course that asks students to identify ways to improve 
their world and to build marketable digital solutions using MIT App Inventor. Students create an original app that addresses a 
community need, develop a corresponding original abbreviated business plan and marketing materials, and present in a Startup 
Showcase expo for the chance to win funding and publicity.  Pending NCAA approval 

Peekskill High School: 

Social Studies Flowchart 

Departmental Pathways: 9th-12th

 


